Dinosaurs

and Other Creepy Crawlers

“A Grand Openi ng

Fossils Gal ore”
Gen 1:20-21 And God said, Let
t he wat er s bring forth
abundant |y t he novi ng creature
that hath l[ife, and fow that
may fly above the earth in the
open firmanent of heaven.
And God created great whal es,
and every living creature that
novet h, which the waters
br ought forth abundant |y,
after their kind, and every
winged fow after his Kkind:
and God saw that it was good.
As we first enter the D nosaur exhibit at the Smthsonian Natural H story
Museum we are welconed with a nonunental greeting! YES!' The fossi
record truly indicates “Fossils Galore” fromthe very beginning of tine.
Wiy so many fossils? Check CGenesis 7 for a detail ed explanation!

“The Curtain Rises - Sudden Appearance”

Amen!!'l Genesis 1 accurately describes this “sudden appearance!” Take a
cl ose | ook down at your right foot and you will see a profound statenent
of the fundanental basis of evolution. “...it seens doubtful that conpl ex
ani mal s suddenly evol ved fromsinple organisnms. And it seens |ikely that
small, sinple animals preceded |arger, conplex ones; aninmals wthout
shel | s probably canme before those with shells.” The science of evol ution
can be so accurately summarized by the sinple statenent, “...it seens
likely...” Notice they suggest no evidence to support such a claim yet

the validity of the rest of the exhibit centers on this very assunption.

“Mol | usks”

Just to the right, you will see the nollusk display. Now that you have
checked out Genesis 7, you would naturally expect a worldw de flood to
bury the relatively imobile marine invertebrates (nollusks, clans,
shel I fish, etc.) first and forenost. The nore nobile life would try their
best to avoid the oncom ng catastrophe and therefore nore |ikely drown
than be buried by sedinent. The fossil record strongly supports this.
In fact:

95% of all fossils are marine invertebrates, particularly shellfish,
95% of the rest of the fossils (about 4.7% are algae and plants, and
(Directly behind the Ml lusk display is the Plant Fossil display.)
95%of what’'s left (about .2% are other invertebrates, includinginsects.
The conpl ex schene we call evolution cones fromthe bal ance; .01% of the
fossil record scattered around the world in various states of
di si ntegration. The next several exhibits in the Natural H story Miseum
portray a small sanple of what nost fossils around the world | ook |ike.



“Tril obites and Ot her Arthropods”

Gen 1:21 ...and God saw that it was good.
Notice that God did not have to continue
devel oping H's newinvention |ike a nodern
day engi neer would. Life, as God created
it, was fully devel oped. The trilobite
woul d be the evolutionist’s prine exanpl e.
The trilobite is considered to be hundreds
of mllions of years old. Trilobites are
considered by evolutionists to be anong
the oldest animals, yet they have fully
devel oped eyes! The Natural History
Museum has two trilobite displays; one
near the entrance of the dinosaur exhibit portraying the degree of
conplexity of the body, and another at the entrance to the Ancient Seas
exhi bit that describes this sophisticated eye in great detail. Nowl ask
you, how coul d one of the earliest life fornms have such perfectly desi gned
eyes?! ?
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“Rel ative Ti nme”

As you continue to walk into the exhibit, you will undoubtedly see the
Time & Fossils Tower. This geol ogical tine tower unnerves many Chri sti ans
because of its blatant reference to evolution over mllions of years. But

how have scientists arrived at these dates? This issue of mllions of
years i s a major stunbling block for too many Christians. But it doesn’t
need to be. Let’s | ook at these nethods of neasuring age in great detail.
Notice one face of the tower indicates that rock is dated by the fossils
found within it. Yet, the opposite side of the tower indicates that
fossils are dated by the rocks they are in. In other words, as the
Rel ative Tine display states, “...the present rates at which nountain
bui | di ng, erosion, and evol ution take pl ace suggest that vast anounts of
ti me woul d have been needed for the changes recorded in the rocks.” This
“relative tinme” (with extrenely long tine periods) is assuned!

“Atom c Tine”
To add credibility tothe mllions of years, scientists have invented this
time piece called the “atomc clock”. It is an excellent tinme piece to
hi de behi nd because very few people have any understanding of how it
works. The atomc tine display in the Natural Hi story Museumis actually
fairly accurate. (It’s their conclusions that aren’t.) Let’s see how
much credibility the atomc tinme clock really provides.

Carbon 14 can only be used to neasure the age of substances that were once
living; eg. bones, wood, etc. It cannot be used to determ ne the age of
fossils. Fossils are rocks that have taken on the shape of once living
mat eri al s.

The ot her atom c dati ng net hods can only be used to neasure i gneous rocks,
not sedi mentary rocks. Fossils can only be found in sedinentary rocks.
Thus, fossils can only be dated by a guess based on the ages of igneous
rocks above and bel ow the sedinentary rock containing the fossil. This
conbi nation rarely occurs, and even when it does, the dating nethods are



so riddled with potential errors that the |ower igneous rock could

erroneously be dated younger than the igneous rock above the sedi nent!

So howis the atom c cl ock supposed to work? Sone atons naturally decay

into smaller atons. These are called isotopes. This process is a

function of the atomis nucleus, and ordinary chem cal processes do not
affect this rate of decay. Therefore, it could potentially
be an accurate dating nethod. However, it has significant
potential error factors.

The burning candle is a perfect anal ogy. Suppose you wal k

into a roomand notice alit candle sitting on a table. You
could watch the candle for a while, neasure its height, then
measure the height again after an hour, and ultimately
determine the rate at which it is burning. For exanple, 1
i nch per hour. According to atom c clock scientists, you can
now determ ne how |l ong this candl e has been burning. O can
you? You do not know how tall the candle was when it was
[it. You could assune that it was 4 feet tall. After all
it couldn’t have been any taller or it would have scorched
the ceiling. You could also assune that no one has ever
added or renoved wax from the candle. But you don’t even
know that for sure. Never the less, you have to give it an
age, so you use these limted assunptions and nake your
cal cul ati ons.
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The atomc clock is practically identical. Atom c cl ock
scientists have no idea what original quantities of isotopes
were present when the rock was fornmed. They also have no
idea if isotopes have been washed into or out of the rock

The only credi ble evidence of the atomc clock is the life
span of the daughter isotopes. For exanple, if our candle left a drip
along its side that we could also neasure, and assune this drip was
produced at a constant rate, then we would have a secondary affect to
support the neasurenent. |If it weren't for these daughter isotopes, the
atom c clock would have no credibility at all

Even with these daughter isotopes that add credibility, we still have at
| east one other significant error factor; the assunption that the rate of
decay is constant. As nmentioned above, nuclear decay occurs at an

extrenely constant rate and we know of no natural force that can affect
that rate. Let ne ask a very awkward practical question. You watched it
burn for 1 hour. Right? Wuld you dare to assune that the burn rate for
t hi s one hour woul d be identical for three thousand years? O course not.
Yet - radionetric dating assunes that our observations for the past 50
years apply over the past 1.5 billion years! Preposterous!

Job Chapters 40 and 41
We serve an al mghty God! W tend to forget that - when we are afflicted
wthlife'slittle nuisances. Take Job, for exanple. “H s weren't little
nui sances!” you say. OCh, but aren’'t they petty when considered in the
context of our eternal life with Jesus Christ?

As you wll recall, Job conplained bitterly about his afflictions. In
Chapters 40 and 41, God paints a vivid picture of H s power by describing



two awesonme animals that were famliar to Job. It is clear from the
wor di ng of these chapters, that Job not only knew what these animals
| ooked |'i ke but al so understood their power and m ght. The point of these
two chapters is to illustrate God’'s alm ghty power. We shoul d never
forget that. But we can al so exam ne these two chapters and consi der what
type of animals they really were. Sonme nodern Bible translations have
footnotes to reference an el ephant, hi ppopotanus, or alligator. But read
t he passage closely and you will see that there are no animals alive today
that can possibly fit these descriptions. Some of our fiercest |ooking
di nosaurs fit these descriptions best. | suggest that you read chapters
40 and 41 to your children while observing these beasts.

Di nosaurs in Flight
Now back to our overall thenme of Bugs, Birds, and D nosaurs. God created
the flight nmethods of all three. (After all - God created all three!)
Looki ng up, you will see one of the great flying pterosaurs, an anmazi ng
creature! Don't worry, he won’t l[and on your
shoul der t oday. The Anerican Indians tell a
story about one such creature that was hit by
I i ght ening and fell to t he gr ound
Consequently he has been naned “Thunderbird”
and was well known by nmany tribes. Numer ous

myths center around this creature. Their
description of his appearance is virtually
identical to a pterosaur. QG her cultures in

Asia, Africa, and Europe also describe this
great “flying lizard”.

If you take a trip upstairs, you will see a
display called “Wiat’s in a Wng?” This is an
interesting display describing the conplexities
of wing design alone. Never mnd flight. It is also anusing, in that it
uses classical double talk to describe why pterosaurs couldn’'t fly and
t hen cl oses by saying that they did. Mankind will always be awestruck by
flight!

Quest i ons:

1) Did you find the bird and insect wing discussion in this section of
t he nuseunf?

2) No one really knows how the arnor plates of a stegosaurus are
attached. What if they resenbled the description of Job 41:15-17?

Ref erences: The Young Earth, by John Morris, Conpton’s Encycl opedi a, and
the Bible




